Introduction
Le Monde's declaration 'We are all Americans now' remains one of the most iconic expressions of transatlantic unity in the wake of 11 September 2001. Yet, that spirit of fraternité soon gave way to feelings of mutual frustration; it wasn't long before articles in US journals began appearing with titles like 'The case against Europe', 'Estranged partners' and 'Anti-Europeanism in America 
From solidarity to sniping
In the dark days that followed the devastating attacks of 11 September, Americans took genuine comfort and strength from the European response. The spontaneous vigils, the seas of flowers, and the gestures of solidarity from Bucharest to Brussels were a welcome salve to an overwhelmed and grieving US public. When National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice returned home the night of 13 September for the first time since the attacks, she flipped on her TV to see the Buckingham Palace guards playing the 'Star Spangled Banner' -and she wept. 4 A battered and broken-hearted America heard its friends in Europe say, 'We stand with you.' Europe's support was not simply symbolic. British Prime Minister Tony Blair sped across the Atlantic and attended President Bush's 20 September speech before the US Congress, supplanting Mexican President Vicente Fox as 'amigo-in-chief'. The European Council proclaimed its total solidarity with America. NATO invoked its collective defence clause for the first time in the history of the alliance. And European partners were quick to back the United States in its military assault against al-Qa'ida and the Taliban in Afghanistan; indeed, they wanted to send more troops than Washington was willing to use. As Antony Blinken and Simon Serfaty put it, 'Whatever Transatlantic tensions there may have been during the previous nine months, the horrific events of September 11 are a reminder that in moments of crisis, the United States and Europe still look to each other before they look to anyone else.' 5 Yet, transatlantic tensions, if temporarily suppressed, did not disappear with the Twin Towers. Well before 9/11 -even before George W. Bush took office -the United States and Europe had found themselves at odds; after all, it was during the tenure of honorary European President Bill Clinton that French foreign minister Hugo Védrine had labelled America an overbearing 'hyperpuissance', and the United States had expressed impatience with Europe over challenges from Baghdad to Bosnia. Within a few months of 11 September, the deteriorating situation in the Middle East and strong differences about how to deal with it, combined with President Bush's belligerent talk of an 'axis of evil' and pre-emptive doctrine, caused simmering frustrations to boil over.
To simplify the criticism: From Europe's perspective, the United States was behaving like an arrogant, overmuscled, unilateralist brute. On the one hand, Washington was warning the world 'You're with us or you're against us.' On the other, it was heedlessly walking away from one international endeavour after another -the Kyoto accord on climate change, the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, efforts to put teeth in the Biological Weapons Convention or to establish an International Criminal Court -and making clear that preserving US prerogative was more important than anything else.
Worse yet, the country was led by a lame-brained, born again, triggerhappy rube whose administration, the press suggested, might have missed
